Address-in-Reply.

matter of necessity and they have earried

on the development of the Siate to
the condition in which we find it
to-day. 1 would like to see an auth-

orisation from Parliament to raise three
millions sterling tor the purpose of build-
ing necessary agricultural railways, clas-
sifying and subduing the whole of the
vacant areas suifable for settlement, and
I would not want it limited to the South-
West. I would like to see every por-
tion of the State dealt with fairly and to
give the same opportunities for settle-
ment wherever the country invites it. If
we were to follow out those methods, we
would absorb the surplus population of
the Fastern States. If a couple of
pages of, say, the Awustralasian and the
Bulletin  were devoted to advertising
that we had 2.000 bloeks of land each
of 1,000 or 2.000 acres in extent to offer
to approved settlers to whom assistance
would be given from the Agrienltural
Bank to the extent of £500, or £1,000,
will anyone tell me if I went to the East
armed with sueh a proposal that T eould
not dispose of the whole of these blocks
mm twentv-four hours ? We have such
possibilities, and yet we are satisfed to
let them go gnietly by.

Mr, Angwin : We are settling a good
number alrveady in the State.

Mr. HOPRINS @ It is one thing to
scttle the people on the land ; it is another
thing to setile them sueccessfully. If the
country cannct settle them suecessfully
it will gain nothing by it. Tt would be
like putting Mr. Gordon on fo-day and
putting him off to pot Mr. Walker mn
next vear. 1 want to be clear in regard
to what T have said. I do nof wish {o see
any section of the community penalised at
the expense of another. I do hold that the
people who are seftling on the land in the
South-West Division are not getting a fair
deal in eomparison with the licensees of
the hotels or the lessees of mines on the
Golden Mile, and in comparison with
varinus nther industries to which T might
make comparison,

Mr. Johnson :
clnbs for instance.

Mr. HOPKINS : Proprietary race
clubhs are institutions which we eould do
very well withouf. T have to thank hon.

Take proprietarv race
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members for the patient and kind hearing
given me, almost a stranger, and T heps
if 1 have wearied members. perhaps some-
thing I have mentioned may give reason
for discussion at a later period.

Question put and passed ; the Address
adopted.

IHouse adjourned at 8.23 p.m.

Aegislative Hssembly,
Priday, 20th November, 1908.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan.. and read pravers.

BILL—SUPPLY. £365,579.

Appropriation Message.
Messaze from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation
in canneetion with this Bill.
Ordered that the Message be printed
and taken inte considerafion on the next
sittine day,
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QUESTION--PUBLIC HOSPITAL,
BEVERLEY.
Mr. HOPKINS asked the Premier :
Has any arrangement been entered into

with the medical officer at Beverley
that would preclude the Beverley Hos-
pital being immediately opened and

urtihsed for the purposes for which it
was erected?

The TREASURER (for the Premier)
replied :—No; Dr. Butler, the District
Medical Officer, occupies the Beverley
Hospital merely as a “tenant at will.”

QUESTION — RAILWAY FREIGHTS

ON PRODUCE.

Mr. JACOBY asked the Premier: 1,
Is it true, as stated in the Press, that
the Minister for Railways, who was
then Acting Premier, promised a depu-
tation from tbe Farmers and Producers’
League, which interviewed him at Kat-
anning last Apnl, that a reduetion of
railway freights on agrieultural pro-
duce would be gazetted before October
this year? 2, If so, what has prevented
the fulfilment of the promise, and what
are the intentions of the Government re-
garding the matter?

The TREASURER (for the Premier)
replied: 1, Yes, 2, The matter is now
under consideration, and a decision will
be made public in the course of a few

days.

BILL—MIDLAND JUNCTION BOUN-
DARIES.

Secoud reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenan) in moving the second read-
ing said: This is the Bill which was
brought before the House during the
last session of the late Parliament. It
was passed through all its stages, but
unfortunately owing to its beinz pre-
sented at loo late an hour in another
place it was not sanctioned. The ob-
jeet of the Bill is to include in the muni-
cipality of Midland Junmction eertain
property of the Midland Railway Com-
pany on which their workshops are

[ASSEMBLY.]

Midland Junction Bill.

erected. The land is entirely surrounded
by the municipality, who have to main-
tain the roads approaching it and ineur
the expense the user of the land puts
them to. The Midland Railway Company
do not oppose the inclusion of the land
in the municipality and the latter body
are naturally very desirous that the
Bill shonld be passed. Those are the
facts of the ease. The member for
Guildford (Mr. Johnson) is more aware
of the urgent neeessity of this Bill being
passed than anyoue else in the House,
and indeed the few facts I have laid be-
fore members are extraets from a letter
written by him to the Colonial Secre-
tary.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill}: I have no
intention of discussing the provisions of
the Bill which was submitted to us
during the last session of Parliament,
and was prevented from going through
the Upper Honse owing to the late stage
at which it was sent to that Chamber,
1 desire, however, to ask the Treasurer,
who is in charge of the House in the
absenee of the Premier, the question
which I put to him prior to the meeting
of the House, and that is whether he
intends to proceed with the Committee
stage of this Bill this afternoon.

The TREASURER (Hon. . Wilson) :
In reply to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion T say “Yes.”” It is the usual eustom
when it is necesary to appoint a Chair-
man of Commitiees to do so on the
first oceasion possible.  This has been
the custom here and right through the
Commonwealth, so far as I know, We
intend to proceed with the Committee
stage of the Bill, if the second reading
is carried, and we shall then appoint
a Chairman of Committees.

Point of Order.

Mr. Walker: Of course I know I am
not allowed to discuss the explanation
given by the Treasurer, but it seems
to me extraordinary that we should be
compelled to ecarry this Bill through
its stages at this particular time.
There is no immediate necessity for carry-
ing the Bill further than the second vead-
ing. T want to point out to the Treasurer
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that it would be very unfair to altempt
to appoint a Chairman of Commitiees in
a small House like this.

Mr. Monger: Where are all the mem-
bers?

Mr. Bath: Where the Premier is.

Mr. WATKER: T expect they are
now on their way to this House. This
cannot be consirned otherwise than an
attempt to appeint a Chairman of Com-
mitiees in a small House, and to take
advantage, to puat it plainly, of the ab-
sence of some members who might pos-
sibly vole against the Government. I
would sarmest that we proeeed with the
second reading of the Bill and adjourn
the dchate to Tuesday next, when no
wrong will be done to anyone, and when
all parties will have an oppertunity to
take part in the election of the Chairman
of Committees, one of the most import-
ant duties that devolves on the House.

Mr.. Bath: Adjourn the Committee
stage.

Mr. Walker: Let every one be given
an opportunity to take part in the elec-
tion of an exeeedingly important officer
of the House. I hope the Treusurer will
reconsider his decision,

My, Foulkes: On looking at the
Standing Orders with regard to the
moiten for moving that the House go into
stage, I find that it says in May on page
477, *Where a Bill bas heen read a second
time a question is put ‘that the Bill be
cotnmitted,’ which in the House of Com-
mons cannot be opposed, being a mere
formal sequel to the second reading, and
a day is named for the Commiftee.”” This
eoes to show it is necessary that when a
motion is made for taking a Bill to Com-
mittee, a day be fixed for going into Com-
wittee, unless the Standing Orders he
suspended. Our Standing Orvders 271
and 272 state:—

“ After the second reading unless it
be moved “That this Bill be referred to

a select committee,’ the Speaker shall

put the question, ‘That the Speaker

do now leave the Chair, and the House
resolve itself into a Commitiee of the
whole for the consideration of this

Bill.””

“AWhen a Bill has been referred to a
select committee and reporied on after
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the second reading, nolice may be piven
for the committal of the Bill; and,
when it is moved, the Speaker shall
put the guestion, “That the Speaker
do now leave the Chair, and the Hounse
resolve itself inte a -Committee of the
whole for the consideration of this
Bill,’ whieh, being resolved in the
afftirmative, the House shall resolve it-
self into a Commitiee of the whole
House on the Bill.”

According to May it is absolutely neces-

sary that notice of the Committee stage

shall be given, otherwise a good deal of
hatm might take place. The only pro-
tecon members have is thai full notice
be given them of the arrival of the Com-
mittee stage. It may often happen that
members who, while strongly in accord
with the main prineciples of a Bill, desire
to take an opportunity of moving fresh
clanses in the Committee stage. That is
why it has been laid down that a date
shall be fixed for the Committee stage.
The Treasurer : On a point of order,
are we disenssing this point or the seeond

reading of the Bill 2
Mr. Speaker: It 1s only permissible

to make a second reading speech at this

stage but, as the member for Kanowna

raised the point, I thought it fair to let

the member disenss the same point.
Mr. Foulkes : 1 thought as possibly

I might have some amendments to
imake in the Comnmittee stage this
would he a  fitting  opportunity

for me to appeal to the Leader of the
House, to ask him to give me full appor-
tunity to do so. If we pass the second
reading to-day, we should fix a day for
the Committee stage, so as to have a
separate opportunity of econsidering the
Bill at that stage, and in the interval have
ample time to prepare any amendments
we may think necessary, and also to let
them appear on the notiee paper, I
thought that dfey laid it down perfectly
elearly that it was neeessary io fix a day
for the Committee stage.

The Atterney General : What edilion
of May 3

Mr. Speaker: In this instance the
Treasurer would be in order in moving
for the Committee stage to be taken at
this juneture. ey applies only when
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our Standing Orders do not make such a
provision.

+Myr. Foulkes : I understand that, but
but it shows how necessary it is that a
certain amount of latitude shonld be given
by the Leader of the House.

The Attorney Gemeral:
reading it correetly.

Mr. Foulkes: I do not wish to ocen-
py the time of the House. I would like
to remind the Leader of the House that
it was only a formal Bill introduced by
the Premier to assert the privileges of the
House. It is well known that it is the
practice when a session of Parliament is
opened for the Premier fo give notice
of sueh a Bill, and in 99 eases ont of every
100 the Bill is unimportant, and there
is no pressing necessity as to whether it
is passed or not,

My, Speaker: T do not think I can
allow this disecussion to proceed any fur-
ther.

Yon are not

Debate resumed.

Mzr. JOHNSON (Guildford): In sop-
porting the second reading of this Bill I
would point out that the measnre passed
this Chamber last session, but was thrown
out in another place. On this oceasion I
wonld not like to see the Bill nsed for the
purpose of introdocing any other dis-
cussion that mighi have the effect of
throwing the Bill out once more. 1 would
like to point ont to the House that there
is no great hurry for the passage of this
Bill, and T can see no reason for any undue
haste to take it on to the Committee stage
to-day. I do not say this with any desire
te induce the Government (o drop the Bill
because it is urgent; at least it is very
necessary, but perhaps not urgent. The
position is this: the Midland Railway
Compainy own certain lands that should be
inside the municipality of Midland June-
tion, hnt for some reason or other these
lands have been controlled by the Swan
Roads Board.  As far as the voads board
15 concerned they are isolated, and they
can do nothing in regard to maintaining
the roads=: vet ihese roads are kept in
order and maintained af the expense of the
municipality for the reason that on the
one side of these roads is an area of land
controlled by the Swan Roads Board, and
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on the other side there is the town of
Midland Junetion. We have the town hall
on the one side and on the other side is
this area; consequently Midland Junction
having to maintain these roads complain
that they receive no rates, and they have
agitated for some time with the result that
the Midland Railway Company were rea-
sonable enough to admit that this state
of affairs should not continue any longer,
and they agreed that they would raise no
objection o the land Deing contained
within the municipal boundary. The Bill
it will be seen, therefore, is necessary.
I wrote to the Government at the request
the municipality rvecently took action
and asked them to prepare this Bill. The
Bill was introduced last session, it was
lost in another place, and it is reintro-
duced now. T would alsq point out that
the municipality recently took aetion
against the Swan Roads Board to recover
some propertion of these rates on a legal
point, and I was pleased to see that they
pot jndgment to recover a certain por-
tion of them. But it was only a portien,
and the object now is to get the whole of
the rates.

Mr. Walker: Do you mean to say that
the roads board has eonsented?

Mr. JOHNSON: Yes, all parties have
consented; the roads board and the Mid-
land Ratlway Company. There is no ob-
jection to the Bill. As I already pointed
out there is no great haste; there is no
need for it to go to the Commiitee stage
immediately, and there is no need for the
Government to foree the Bill on. If we
pass the second reading to-day, as long
as the Bill reaches the eother Chamber in
good time, I, as member for the district,
will be perfecily satisfied.

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna): My im-
pulse at first was to oppose the second
reading of the Rill, not because of lack
of interest in its existence, but becanse the
immediate passage of it wonld do more
injury to this State than its consideration
at a later period. Perhaps T might say
this, that T regard this action with some
degree of suspicion heeause there has
been no adequate explanation. I do so
hecanse it iz evident to me that the day
cannot he far distant when the Govern-
wment will have to set themselves serionsly
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to work to get a comprehensive measure
together, abolishing the present system of
roads boards and councils, and divide
the country up into shires, thus doing
away with the multiplieity of these bodies.

Hon. F. H. Piesse: They have given
notice of this.

Mr. Bath: But not on the lines the
hon. member for Kanowna suggests.

Mr. WALKE: Well, it has not yet
seen dayiight. For that reason T look
upon il as dangerous to be consiantly
tinkering witiv the houndaries of roads
boards and municipalities, and moreover
the very evidence that was given in sup-
port of this Bill seems to show that we
should not be tvo precipitate. We are
given Lo undersland that there is per-
- feet- amity between the parties interest-
ed. and in the same breath the hon.
member for Guildford tells ns that there
has been litigation, and he rejoices that
the party he represenis has triumphed
and that they have partially succeeded
in moleting the Swan Roads Board. Be-
fore we are justified in debaiing on a
measure of this kind we should know
exactly what these boundaries are that
it 15 proposed should be altered.

The Treasurer : The Bill was passed
during the last session of Parliament.

Mr. WALKER: That does not matfer
cither. This is a new House, and T ve-
member faintly that this Bill was passed
at the tail end of the session, at the
tail end of the feverish discussion on
the Land Tax Bill afier the excitement
of the Treasurer and after this House
had heen put into hysteries by the atti-
tude assumed by the Attorney General,
when there was not a single member of
the House, with the exeeption of myself,
whi+ had his head eool: and under those
circumstance it is no merit that a liltle
bantling of this kind erept through with-
out any diseussion in the Assembly.
The marvel is that it did not go along
withoui debate, especially as hon. mem-
bers had been fatiguing themselves in
discussing other matters of importance.
A Bill of this kind would not be likely
to attraet much of their attention.

Mr. Bolion: Refer it to a seleet com-
mitiee,
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Mr, WALKER: That would be a sen-
stble way of going about it. Though it
seems a very small measure, not having
more than three or four elauses, and not
completely fitling two pages in print,
yet it might involve interesis which this
Hruse at the present moment cannoi
perceive, We do not know the extent
of the value of the property held by the
Midland Company, We do not know
what interests may be injured by attach-
ing this partienlar spot 1o the munieipal
eouncil; we do not know whether it is
a barren spot, whether there are resi-
dences npon it or not; we do not know
whai inierests may acerue under ihe
roads board;: and of all this we are
totally jgnorant. We know uothing ex-
cepting that this Bill got io the Legis-
lative Couneil too late to be passed.
If we passed ihe second reading we did
so in total ignorance. I also say that
in this respect it may have been in e¢om-
pany with better measurks. Bat in
view of the fact prominently drawn at-
tention to by the member for Katanning
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) that the Govern-
nment bave in hand a comprehensive mea-
sure dealing with the roads boards and
munieipal councils, and the complete and
entire obliteration of all existing boun-
daries of Iocal governing hodies we are
doing work whieh it seems to me will
probably speedily be undone. It is un-
necessary work. tinkering work. work
that a deliberative body oughi to avoid
to the utmost. This might even wail un-
til the Bill now upon the stocks is intro-
duced to this House. If we pass it now
we may allow vested interests to com-
menee from the moment of its passage,
whieh may mifigale the possible success
of the grealer Bill upon the stoeks; and
not only do that bat may commil the
Sinle to an expenditore of money; or
it may raise op opposition t¢ the pas-
sage of that greater necessary measure
for the defining of boundaries of the
loeal zoverning bodies. Now as far as
T know, thiz state of things has existed
in Midland -Function ever since it was
called by thal name. What earthquake.
then, iz going {o take place if we allow
this state of things ta eontinue for an-
other Ffartnight. annther wenth. or ar-
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other six months? The hon. member may
he able to eonvinece this House, when he
has evidence, that what he elaims is a
Just thing towards that seetion of his
constituency but in the meantime no
harm is dene by waiting until that proof
is forthecoming. The Municipal Couneil
has had an action, it is true. 1t has
won it, has got half the rates or some
proportion of the rates, which, however,
may be due to the roads bhoard for all T
know. Possibly if there were an appeal
against  this  loeal court decision it
woitld be upset. Ewven the local court
thought there was some vested interest
that ought to be protceted. And it is
the duty of this highest court of the
realm to protect even the weakest hodies
even against themselves, We know not
what pressure has been brought against
the Swan Roads Board, what inducement
has been offered. what ecajolery, what
threat. The very fear of anticipated ac-
tions by the ceuncil may have led them
to say it is much better to get rid of it,
hetter to suffer the loss. Supposing that
was so, that it was admitted to be better
to take the loss ; would it not he the
duty of this House to step in and say no,
here is a prosecuted, injured hody, too
weak to protect itself against the strong-
er body, and we arc determined to see
that that body is not injured. That
would be the duty of this House in all
these ecireumstances. And so it is not
so trivial a matter as at first sight it
may appear fo be. In fact it is one of
thuse matters which the House should
want to enter fully upon. I can scarcely
understand that the Government should
have brought in a measure of this kind
for its first effort. Tt has been the eus-
tom after Parliament has opened to in-
treduce some measure merely to show
its right to legislate. The most trivial
measure will serve that purpose. A

measure of that kind could eastly have -

been found, bul I think that what I have
said is sufficient to show that this is not
one of these trivial measnres. It in-
volves piinciples, it involves vested in-
feresis. It is a matter to whieh there
e¢an he more sides than onc or even two,
{or in this ma!ter 1he ratepavers as well
as the two existinz bodies have a right
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to be heard; we bave nnt heard from
them.

The Attorney Gemeral: Yes we have;
silence argues consent,

Mr. WALKER: Yes, but have they
been consulted ?

The Attorney General : Yes. There is
only the Midland Railway Company out-
side the two governing bodies,

Mr. WALKER: 1In what way have
they been consnlted: have they had meet-
ings?

Mfr, Osborn @ Yes, there has been a
meeting of the representatives.

Mr. WALKER: There is the very evi-
dence one renquires. The so-ealled re-
presentatives have faken it upon them-
selves to speak for the ratepayers. That
is the only evidenee we have o show
that the ratepsyers are satisfied.

Mr, Foulkes : Was there
payers’ meeting?

Mr. WALKER : No; just these
representatives. It shows how rhe repre-
sentatives represent.  They are not
representing the views of the people
any more than they ave vepresenting the
inhabitants of Mars. They nve abso-
Iutely at sea.

Mr. Osborn: We are getting an exhibi-
tion of it now.

Mr. WALKER: Ave yvou?

Mr. Osborn : Yes,

Mr. WALKER : Have
enongh to perceive that?

Mr, Osborn : Yes.

Mr, WALKER: Then you are grow-
ing. These bodies for whatever reason
they may have, have consented. The
roads board have for the time being
given in. They have been bested in the
tocal courts. They have lost heart.
Their conrage is gone, they have said we
surrender. Does that prove  they are
wrong, that they have no case? It
proves nothing. And the ratepayers be-
hind them have not been asked, have not
been convened. There has been no meet-
ing, no petition. There has been neo-
thing whatever to show that those who
are payving the rates upon this partieu-
lar area even know what their represen-
tatives have done.

n¢ rate-

you  sense
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The Atiorney Ceneral: Yes, there is;
the railway company have transferred the
land; they are the owners,

Mr. WALKER: I was informed they
are not the only ratepavers. The Attor-
ney (ieneral must be aware of this. My
1gnerance in speaking of the Bill would
be excusable if we had to depend upon the
information supplied to this House. Be-
cause if that were so I would know ahs-
lutely nothing. In reply tv the Attorney
General I may say that he knows that it
is not always the owners who pay tha
rates, Are there no lessees of the Mid-
Iand Railway Company? Have no rate-
pavers taken their land or their dwellings
or whatever they have in property from
the railway ecompauy, and may they not
be paying the rates? 1 am informed that
there are any number of them. Have
they been eonsulted? They are rate-
payers, and thevefore I say they have the
right to be consulted in the maiter. For
anything I know they may to this moment
be unaware that a Bill of this kind is
sought to be passed through this Chamber.
The mere fact that it went up fo the
House last year accounts for nothing; it
passed without any notice even by those
who ought tv be interested. Al these
things considered, I move—

That the Bill be referred to a sclect
commitiee,

The Attorney CGeneral: The hon. mem-
ber cannoi on a motion that the Bill be
read a second time, submil a motion of
that character.

My. SPEAXER:
motion is irregular.

Mr, WALKER: T thank the bon. mem-
ber for the eorrection. Having spoken to
the second reading, I presume I shall be
in order when the Bill is read, to move that
it he referred to a seleet committee. Then
I shall have my reasens for so deing more
fullty prepared. I am reminded that
Messrs. Dalgety and Company have sale-
vards upon this property. They certainly
cannot be ignored. Have they given their
consent; is there any information to the
effect that they prefer the roads board
to the municipal council? And they are
not the only owners, for Messrs. Elder,
Shenton, and Company have property and
are ratepayers in respect to a part of this

That is so. The
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area. Now, what becomes of the Attorney
Generals talk about the Midland Com-
pany being the only party interested be-
vond the twoe governing bodies? I have
ascertained that much even while I have
been on my feet, thus showing that those
who ave in charge of the Bill—not inten-
tionally, but through lack of information
—would mislead the House; giving wrong
information, through ne ulterior motive T
admit, but simply because they have noy
wmade the necessary inquiries. Is it not
well that all these bodies should have a
chance of saying someihing upon the
matter and that the Bill be not further
considered until we know what these
bodies think ? But what du. the rate-
payers themselves think: these linport-
ant ratepayers such as Elder, Shenton,
and Dalgety?

AMr. Bolton : The rating iz different.

Mv. WALKER: Yes, the rating is dif-
ferent, very different, and I ¢an now un-
derstand the municipal couneil wanting
to alter the rates. The rafes do not
satisfy the municipal council. All these
people if consulted would undoubtedly
object. There can be no question about
that. The further veason I have for
postponing the measure is that if the
second reading be passed this afterncon
and we get into Commitiee a wrong will
he done to menbers of thiz Chamber, a
wrong will be done to the absent, to
those who have a right to select their
officer in this House. The election of
Chairman of Committees is more impor-
tant than the second reading of this Bill.
The Bill ecan hold over, but the other
must at an early date be settled. It was
not anticipated that the election of
Chairman of Committees would take
place, beeanse there has been an under-
standing that it should not be until
notice had been given.

The Treasurer ; There was no under-
standing.

Mr. WALKER : T say it is a reason
why we should not pass the second read-
ing. It is an imporiant public reason, '
a matter of publie policy.

Point of Osder.

The Treasurer : Is the hon. member in
order in diseussing the appointment of
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the Chairman of Committees at this
stage? .

Mr. Walker : T am not diseussing the
appoiniment of the Chairman of Com-
niittees: I am diseussing the wisdom of
adjonrning this measure so as not to ap-
point the Chairman of Committees this
afternoon. I say that if the second
reading of this Bill this afternoon be fol-
lowed by sueceeding stages of the Till
we will do a public wrong, and if the
second reading can be deferred so as to
avoid that wrong it would be wise to do
it. That 3s a legitimate argument why
the Bill should be adjourned at the sec-
ond reading stage.

Mr. Speaker: T have already ruled on
this point.

Resumed.
Mr. HUDSON: T move:
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following resnlt:—

Ayes .. - .. 15
Noes .. .. .. 18
Majority against .. 3
AYES.
Mr. Angwin . Mr. Johnson
Mr. Bath Mr. Swan
Mr. Bolton Mr. Tayler
Mr. H. Brown Mr. Walker
Mr, Butcher Mr. Ware
Mr. Foulkes Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Gil) Mr. Heltmapn
Mr. Hudson (Teller).
NoEes.
Mr. Davies ' Mr. Milchell
Mr. Draper Mr. Monger
Mr. Gordon Mr. 5. F. Moore
Mr. Hayward Mr. Nanson
Mr. Hopkins . Mr. Osborn
Mr. Jaenby © Mr. Plesse
Mr. Keenan Mr. Price
Mr. Male Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. McLarty Mr, Layman
{Teller).

Motien rhus negatived.

Mp. BATH (Brown Hill}: In regard
to the proposals embodied in the Bill, T
can speak from experience which in some
instances has nol heen very pleasing.
Practically ihe whole of the area whiceh
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I represent on the Eastern Goldfields is
inelnded in the distriet of the Kalgoorlie
Roads Board, gqnd from the time of the
conslitution of that body to the present
there have been eoniinual fights between
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Municipali-
ties on the une hand and ihe Kalgoorlie
Iloads Board om the other hand in re-
gard to the territory which they have to
control. A Bill of this kind whieh does
what has been done repeatedly on the
Eastern Goldfields, that is eoolly appro-
priating a portion of the area adminis-
tered by one local governing body with-
out due opportunity for the ratepayers
vr residents to give consideration to it
and handing it over to another local
governing body, has been fruitful of
moré trouble than any other I know of.

The tiorney General: In this in-
stance the only ratepayer concerned is
the Midland Railway Company. 1 bave
turned it up in a letter of the 1st No-
vember. '

Mr. BATH: I know a good deal about
this guestion, and I am not speaking in
ignorance of the subject. As the mem-
ber for Brewn Hill I have been involved
in so many deputations and so much
eorrespondence over this juestion of the
appropriation of territory from one body
by another io realise that the mwember’s
task in iseriminating between the two
bodies is a very onerouns one. I can tell
the Aitorney (Gemeral of an instance
with which he must be familiar, that is
in regard to the poriion of the territory
opposite the Lomington Heights on the
Menzies Railway line. At one tune that
area was included in my electorate and
in the Kalgoorlie Roads Distriet, but at
the time of the rvedistribution of scats
eongiderable pressure was brouaht to
bear upon the members of (his House,
and suceessfully so, for the purpose of
having that little povtion of territory
inelnded in the Kalgoorlie electorate;
and not only did the Kalgoorlie elector-
ate secure that territory. but the very
fact was afterwards used by the Kal-
goorlie Municipal Council as a veason
why the terrilory should be taken from
the Kalgoorlie Roads Board and inelud-
ed in the municipality.
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The Nlorney General : No, it was in
the Kalgoorlie munteipality for a year
before it was pat into Lhe Kaleoorlie
elfctorate.

Mr. BAEH: Then it is the other way
round.  The fnct that the Kalgoorlie
municipality  had taken the territory
from their weakened neighbour in a way
known to the robher barons of old, was
afterwards used as an argument that
it should be ineluded in the Kalgoorlie
electorate. Previously the railway was
a distinet boundary beiween the terri-
tory which T represent and that now re-
presented by the Attorney General, but
the municipality appropriated this piece
of land which was bounded by three
streets and it 18 known in Kalgoorlie
to-day as ieenan’s ward.

Mr. Walker : Keenan's wart.

Mr. BATH: Yes; Keenan's wart.
That is only one of many instances I
could give as illustrations. After a
roads board has spent a considerable
amount of money and rates in making
Amprovements and in serving the rate-
payers in these arveas, it is bard that by
means over whieh they have little con-
trol these areas’ should be taken from
them and annexed by municipalities.
Usually the first knowledge they have
of the steps is (hat a pelilion has heen
sent to the Minister in charge signed
by certain residents and that the request
of the petition is about to be granted.
Protests are made and deputations are
sent down to Perth at cownsiderable ex-
pense to the rvatepavers, but the protests
are praciicallv useless: and the body that
contrels the area in my constituency
khas not only had to suffer in this way
from the Kalgoorlie municipality, but
has also had to suffer from the Boulder
Municipal Council; and on many oeca-
sions after the annexation has heen
made, and the ratepavers have come to
vealise what was invelved in il when
they have to pay inereased rates wifh-
out any greater beunefits., they have'com-
plained frequently of the faet that they
were not eonsulted. That is the point.
Tt is noi the ratepavers who aetually
pay ihe rates and should be eonsulied
in the first instance who are the people
considered. Tt is only afterwards when
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they find that they arve iransferred from
a body under which they pay a shilling
in the pound rate to another body which
annexss  hulf-a-erown from ihem ihat
they realise what has been done, but
then the deed i1s done, and it is alto-
gether too late for them to protest. In
conmection with this measure the argu-
ment that it was passed last session,
advaneed as & reason why we should
evince exaetly the same haste on this
oceasion, is the best reason in the world
whky we should net unduly hasten the
passage of this Bill through the House.
This is one of thosae trifling little meas-
ures that are run through, all the stages
heing taken in the one sitting, and sent
to another place. A very good example
was set io us by another place. When
ihis and orher measures were sent up
lhere at the end of the session they
plainly intimated to the Minister in
charge of the House that they were not
woing to be bludgeoned into passing
legislation through without having the
opportunity of giving it due considera-
tion. While T do not very often go to
the Legislative Council for an example
as to the way in which we should con-
duect business——

The Altorney General : When
want to be naughty. vou do.

Mr. BATH: I can say that in this
instanee the rvemarks then uttered by
Mr. Sholl, and other members for
the districts along the Great South-
ern Railwayv, as to the way bhusiness
was rushed on are concurred in by me,
and the action they took is an example
we should follow in this House. We
need go no farther than the discussion
on the Eiectoral Bill, which has involved
all those difficulties the Attorney Gen-
eral said he was going to aveid, to find
a reason for refraining from rushing
measures throngh. Let me point to that
very provision which, if duly considered.
would have prevented all this heavy
litigation and bad feeling in ennnection
with the Menzies election. I remember
when the member for East Fremantle
referred to the clause in that measure
and asked that it should not be rushed
through, the Aitorney General said that
it was all right. that due eonsideration

you
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bhad beecn given {o the provision, and
that it would meet all the purposes for
which it was intended. I will not say
thal the intentions were not honourable,
for 1 believe they were, but the result
was bad and very serious conserjuences
vesulted in the very first election beld
after the measure became law. What
better renson could we have for adjourn-
ing the consideration of the Bill than
that the wmemher for Guildford, who is
interested in it, should consnlt with the
loeal authorities in the Midland June-
tion municipal Qdistrict and the Swan
roads district. [t js essential that the
ratepayers themselves should be eon-
sulted. It need only ineur a delay of
three or four days, and in the meantime
the member for Guildford and the At-
torney General could ascertain  the
opinivn of the ratepayers eoncerning the
measure, and be able subsequently to
assure us that this trunsference of terri-
tory is satisfactory to all parties. In
conclusion, 1 wish to say that the rush-
ing of this Bill through in the peculiar
cireumstances tliat obtain at the pre-
sent time is one of the unwisest{ possible
proceedings that could be undertaken. A
great deal has heen said as to the relative
eonduet of members of hoth sides of the
House, the responsibility for Lhe eon-
duct of the proceedings and the faeili-
tating of business, bul there can be no
gcreater  incentive to thembers of this
party to utilise all those opportunities
which are provided, and provided right-
ly, under our Standing Qrders, for pro-
tecting their own rights in the future,
than the precedent established to-day in
regard to the pushing through of the
seeond reading of the Bill and the inti-
mation that the Commitiee stage is to
be proceeded with. It is the trailing
of the coat tail in the dust and the invi-
tation to members here to tread om it.

Mr. Swan :
invitation.

Mr. BATH: The invitation is there.
If it were a guestion of members taking
advantage of the rules there have been
opportunities this week, the first week
of the session, which had members of
this side been desirous of using them,

And they will aceept the
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woul have resulted in a eount-out of
the House,

The Treasurer : When ?

Mr. BATH: Last night and the night
beture.

Mr. Walker :
reply.

Mr. BATH: The Government Whip
was racing down Harvest Terrace chasing
members last night. There is an invita-
tion, in this slim attempt, to take advant-
age of the nbsence of ecertain members,
which is not ealenlated to promete the
speedy despateh of bnsiness but invites
members to take every opportunity to
retunrn in kind the eonduet used here this
afternoon. I protest against this Bill
being nsed as n means for the Govern-
ment (o sieal a mareh on members of this
side of the House. Where is the de-
lay? It simply means that if this Bill
is  held over until Tueday next we
shall be following the time honoured pre-
cedent, always adopted in this House, of
making the appeintment of Chairman of
Committees when we go into Supply to
vote the necessary money for ecarrying on'
with. Ever sinece I have heen in this
Houge that is the oecasion when the
appointment is made; but on this insigni-
fieant Bill, introduced to preserve the
privileges of the Housze, an atfempt is
made to steal an advantage over members
on this side in opposition to the precedent
in connection with the selection of a mem-
ber to fill the very important office of
Cliairman of Committees.

Mr, FOULKES (Claremont): I am
sure the Leader of the House does not
wish to take any advantage of the faet
that some members are absent. I am
quite sure he does not desire particularly
to press this Bill into Committee, nor is
he anxious that it should be put speedily
through.

My, Walker: You do not know him.

Mr. FOULEES: There is no necessity
at all to have any trouble with regard to
this matter. As the Leader of the House
knows there are a good many members
away this afternoon, and indeed the Prem-
ier himself has given a pledge thai the
election of Chairman shall not be pro-

Tricks will produee their

ceeded with without due notice.
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The Treasurer: T do not know any-
thing about a pledge. Do you?

Mr. FOULKES: Tt is not necessary
that the Premier should make a pledge to
his eolleagues.

The Treasurer: He must explain to his
evlleagues if he has given a pledge.

Mr. FOULKEES: The Premier made a
pledze to one member that this appoint-
menl would not be made without full
notice being given.

The Treasurer :
vou that?

Mr. FOULEES: I was informed hy
the member to whom the pledge was made.
That member gave me the information
as to the Premier’s definite pledge. I
am sure the Leader of the House bas not
heen informed by the Premier regarding
his promise, and evidently the fact that
he ade the promise escaped the Prem-
ier'’s mind and he forgot to tell his col-
leagues about it.  Unfortunately the
Premier is not here to aequaint his col-
league of the fact that he made the
promise. 1 am sure the Leader of the
House can take my word for it, and if
he likes I will give him the name of the
member to whom the pledge was made,
and he can ask him if it is not so. The
member 1 refer te is Mr. Brown, the
member for Pertl, who has informed me
the Premier made a definite pledge that
this matter would not be dealt with with-
out full notice being given.

My. Hudson: He told me that three
days ago.

Mr. FOULKES: We must exonerate
the Leader of the House in this matter.
I am quite sure he has no desire to rush
the matter on and evidently the Premier
forgot to tell his colleague about the
promise. It is well known that if ever
& Minister makes a pledge his coileagues
recognise the liability that lies on his
shoulders to see that the promise is car-
ried out. I hope the Treasurer will ask
tbe member for Perth himself as to
whether what I have said is not correet.
T am quite sare he will aceept the word
of the member for Perth and, when he
has obtained the information, will ar-
range for the postponement of the Com-
mittee stage of the Bill. No harm will
be done, and when the Premier returns I

Did the Premier tell

{20 Novemser, 1908.]

Boundaries Bill. 307
am sure he will justify any statements
made hy the member for Perth. Mr.
Brown had a long conversation with the
Premier with rezard to the matter and
a distinet arrangement was made. As
to {he merits of the Bill, I would like to
remind members that there is a desire on
the part of many distriets, and particu-
larly municipalities, to include various
areas of ground within their municipal
districts, and there is a desire on the
part of Lhe Minister in charge of Che
Goldfields Waler Supply Administration
to try and get as large an area of ground
as possible included in these municipal
distriels. The reason for this is that so
soon as a piece of ground is included there-
in it becomes Lable to be vated for the
purposes of Lhe water supply. This means
that a heavy charge is imposed on that
particular distriet. I have had experi-
ence in this matter, for twelve months ago
an agitation sprang up at Cottesloe to
have the roads board district converted
into a munieipality. The matter was
warnly discussed, and many of the rate-
payers said the district should not be
converted, as if so the ratepayers would
be liable to a rate of a shilling for the
water supply. This shows how neces-
sary it is that fhe people in a distriet
should have full opportunity to decide
whether or not they will undertake the
liability. Not only that, but in the
North Fremantle distriet a short time
ago the eouncil carried a resolution that
part of the Buckland Hill Roads Beard
district should be included in the muni-
eipal district. The roads hoard strongiy
objected on the ground that the North
Fremantle Couneil were not inm a very
prosperous state, having incurred a large
expenditure and having borrowed a
large sum of money, and they were afraid
of being compelled to share the respon-
sibility of the liabilities. Due provision
was made in the Roads Aet of 1902 for
a question of this kind being dealt with.
T am referring to Part II. of the Aat
which deals with cases where pieces of
ground are sought €0 be ineluded in a
municipal distriet. It is provided in the
Roads Board Act that certain procedare
should be adopted in order to give the
ratepayers an opportunity of finding oat
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whether the distriet should be included
in the municipal area or not. There it
is provided that the Governor may by
an Order-in-Council constitute any por-
tion of the site chosen, as being included
in the munieipality, and that is the case
here with regard to this area of ground
that forms part of the Swan roads
board distriet. The (Governor may make
an order in Council to inelude that piece
of ground within the confires of the
municipal district; but the procedure
specified has to be adopted.

My, Hudson : The same as a muni-
cipality.

Mr. FOULKES: No doubt the hom
member for Dundas will give the
House some information later. At pre-
sent I only propose to deal with the
Roads Board Act. Power is conferred
by this Aet that by publication in the
Government Garette, and within 21 days
of the publication of the notice, any 10
ratepayers, or any 10 persons owning
rateable property in the distriet, may
petition the Governor and upon reeceipt
of that petition the Governor may diveet
an inquiry to he held by suech person
under such econditions as the Governor
may direct; and upon the eonclusion of
the inquiry a report shall be made to
the Governor by the person holding that
inquiry. Even if this Bill is thrown
aside it will still he open to the people
in the Midland district to take the steps
outlined by this Aect. So all they will
have to do will be to have a petition
signed by the ratepayers, present the
petition to the Governor and an inquiry
will be held; and when that is held full
opportunity will be given to the various
ratepayers resident in that distriet to at-
tend and set out their views as to wle-
ther they wish to have this district in-
cluded or not. In some cases especially in
Eungland, not enly do the ratepayers take
advariage of this opportunity, but they
insiruct learned counsel to appear on
their hehalf before the commissioner
appointed tn make these inquiries. I
would like to remind the hon. member
for Guildford, that even if this Bill
is tlirnwn ont to-day, ne injnstice will
be done to the people of his distriet.
All they will have to do, will be Lo se-
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cure this petition which will ask for an
inquiry to be held, and if the person
appointed to hold the inguiry is satis-
fied that it will be advisable to have
this area included in the municipal dis-
triet of Midland, I am sure the Governor
will give consideration to the matter.
I do not wish to take up the iime of
the House any further, beeause I have
no doubt we will have further oppor-
tunity of considering the maiter.

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son): Ths innocent measnve has evi-
dently occasioned a lot of trouble this
afternoon. The member for Kanowna in
his eloquent style tried to convinee mem-
hers that the Bill was passed through last
gession because we were all too wearied in
considering the Taxation Bill and the
Eleetoral Bill: and that he was the only
member of the House who was ealnr and
cool,

Mr, Walker: Quite right.

The TREASURER: 1 venture to say
this measure is not only necessary, but
it 15 urgent, and the hon. member for-
gets that we did not consider either the
Taxation or the Electoral Bills during the
lasi session of Parliament,

Mr, Bath: But we lad a supply Bill
whieh kept us here till three o’cloek in
the morning.

The TREASURER: This measure is
neeessary in order that certain valuable
property belonging to the Midland Rail-
way Company, which is right in the centre
of Midland shall be brought into the
wanicipality; and in  order that the
munieipality shall derive what revenue
they can in the shape of rates from that
property. The statement that tenants
will have to pay the rates is not correct.
The whole of the buildings ave owned
by the Midland Railway Company, and
are occupied by their employees. It is the
bloek which adjoins the Government rail-
way property, and upen which are erect-
ed the workshops of the Midland Rail-
way Company, and the row of cottages
whicl: are tenanted by their employees.
So there can be no necessity for delaying
the passage of the Bill. That is apparent
io all parties interested, and all parties
interested have given their sanction to
the passage of the Bill. Of course I



Midland Junclion

can understand full well that the oppo-
sition tu the measure which has fallen
from members was due to the fact that
we purposed going inte Committee. and
we would of necessiiy have bhad to ap-
point a Chairman of Committces. That
is ihe vrdinary eourse taken in every
Parliament, and there is no special
weasure which, at the first Committee
stage has to bhe taken in view of the
appointrment of the Chairman. The ap-
peintment is made whenever ihe ocea-
sion arises. That oceasion eame about
this afrernoon, and for my purpose, and
the purpose of the majority of members
with whom I diseussed- the matter. it
was agreéed that we might as well ap-
point a Chairian of Commitiees this
afternoon. Now I am coming to the
cppesiton which is shown by several
icembers who have spoken to the ques-
tion of the appointment of a Chairman
of Committees. Let we sav that it is
not a question of trailing our coats, and
if it comes to ftrailing a coat or tread-
ing upon & coat tail, hon. members know
me well enongh to believe that 1 am
quite prepared to tread on anyone’s
coat tails.

Mr. Bath: You are only too willing;
that is your fault.

The TREASURER: 1 want here to
be cleariv understaad. because I am not
going iv press the matter in view of
what hon. members have sfated in ex-
planation of the opposition. I have no
knowledge of any understanding fthat
this appointmeni of Chairman of Com-
mittees should be delayed.

Mr, Brown: | grave you the information
before the House met. If vou cannet take
my word, fhen

The TREASURER: If the hon. mem-
ber.thmws the cauntlet down, there will
he trouble. that is all.

Mr, Wallzer: Now. no treading on coat
tails.

The TREASURER: T repeat T have no
knowledge of any arrangement. T spoke
with the hen. mewber himself shortly be-
fore the House met: bat sorely it is
reasonable to suppose that there may have
been some misapprehension as to what
that understanding was. The hon. mem-
ber knew full well that if he wished me
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to take a certain action he could have
adopted a certain course,

Mr. Brown: 1 made a suggestion to you
hefore the House met.

The TREASTRER: Yes, only five min-
utes before, when the bells were ringing.
Why did noi the hon. member tell me last
night? T eould then have got inte com-
munieation with the Premier.

Mr. Brown: I had not seen the Notice
Paper then.

The TREASURER: If the hon. mem-
ber had eome io me I could have got into
communieation with the Premier and as-
certmined his wishes. I do not dispute
that an arrangement was made. There 13
one fhing I hope we shall always do. 1If
the Premier or a Minister makes a pledge
it should be kept hy his eolleagues, and 1
shall always endeavour to emry out a
pledge that has been given by any of my
colleagues; bug T am entitled to know
the terms of that pledge. The hon. mem-
ber has told me that there exists such an
nnderstanding.

Mr. Johnson: You eould get on to the
Premier now.

The TREASURER.: I suppese you
would find him on the express train
travelling to Perth. 1 want to say that
I am quite prepared to accept the state-
ment. T have no wish to foree the posi-
tion. T do claim it is improper for one
side of the House to attempt to take ad-
vantage of the other when there is some
undersianding. When you think to-day
that nine or ien members are absent fight-
ing a battle against a member of the
Cabinet—

Mr. Hudson: Fighting in the interests
of ithe goldfields.

The TREASURER: Never mind what
they are fighting about; on that account
the business of the country should not
be undualy delayed. 1 am sure the Oppo-
sition would not expeet ns to delay busi-
ness if we had a number of our men away.
I propose in view of what I have heard
that we now pass the second reading of
thiz measure, and I suppose we can do
50 and we will adjonrn the Committee
stage until the next sitting of the House.

Mr. BROWN (Perth): T think it is
only fair that T should make some ex-
planation. I might say I was ap-
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proached by some of the gentlemen Amendmeni (introduced by Mr. Bath);
in the House who desired to know 10, Workers’ Compensation Aet Amend-
whether T would stand for the posi- ment {introdneed by Mr. Hudson).

tion of Chairman of Commitees. 1

was quite open with my parly, and I

told the Whip that T did intend to
stand, and expécted the support of a
gsection of the House. That was re-
ported to the Premier who interviewed
me and thanked me for being so open
with him, he said he would give me every
facility when the time for making the
appointment of Chairman came about,
and he would give me ample time so that
any friends I may have might be here
in attendance.
Mr.  Gordon:
Labour party?
Mr. BROWN: I am not here asking
for the support of the hon. member. The
Premier was open enough when he said
he would not make the question of the
appointment of Chairman a party one.
The hon. member has lobbied very well
in his effort to make it a party question,
The Premier said e would not make it
a party question. He thanked me and
told me that as'I had been so open with
him he would give me the opportunity
of pgetting my friends here hefore the
matter was disenssed. The Treasurer,
before the opening of the House, was
thoroughly well aware of the conversa-
tion between the Premier and myself,
The Treasurer: 1 was not thoronghly
well aware, nor am T now thovoughly well
aware. I was told by the hon. member
that certain things had taken place.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Friends

among  the

BILLS (10)—FIRST READING.

1. Barly Closing Act Amendment (in-
troduced hy the Attorney General); 2,
Vermin Boards; 3, Bridgetown-Wilgar-
rmp Railway; 4, Nannine-Meekatharra
Railway; 5. Fines and Penalties Appro-
priation (introduced by the Treasurer); 6,
Wines, Beer, and Spirit Sale Aet Amend-
ment; 7, Public Service Act Amendment
(introdoneed by Mr. Foulkes) ; 8, Vaceina-
tion Aet Amendment (introduced by Mr.
Bolton); 9, Legal Practitioners Act

BILL — BUNBURY
BOARD.
First Reading.

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son) moved for leave to introduce a Bill
for an Aect to constitute the Bunbury Har-
bour Beard.

Mr. TAYLOR : Speaking from memory
a similar Bill was passed last session.

The Altorney (mneral The session
hefme last.

- TAYLOR: The last session we did
any wml\.

The Attorney General: A nasty way of
putting it.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Government had
only sparred for wind last session. A
measure was passed placing the Bunbury
Harbour under a hoard of management
Tt was ealled a trust in the Bill but at his
request the Premier, who was in charge
of the measure, altered 1t to a board of
management. Iad the Minister in
charge of this measnre any idea as to
w hethe; this Bill in its details was sm:ular
to the measure passed in 19072 o

The Treasurer: 1 understand it is a
very similar measure, if not the same.

Motiow passed, the Bill introduced and
read a first time.

HARBOUR

PAPERS—ORCHARDS DESTRUC-
TION, WEST PERTH.

Mr. DRAPER {West Perth) moved :—

That all papers in conmection wilh

the destruction of three orchards by the

Agricultural Department in West Perth
in March, 1906, be laid on the table.

The wording of the motion was probably
nof unfamilar to hon. members. It had
been placed on the Notice Paper about a
year ago. Another motion of a similar
character which he had intended to move
last session was unfortunately not reached.
It had frequently been said that the prin-

‘¢ipal object of Parliament was to meet

and redress grievances. That was his
chjeet in moving the motion. Three or-
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chards in West Perth had beep periodi-
cally inspected by officers of the Agri-
eultural Department who had failed tlo
find in them any trace of codlin moth.
Early in 1906 one of the inspectors of
the department thought he had found in
an apple in each orchard traces of the
larvie of ¢udlin_ moth, No scientific
evidence was obtained on the point of
identification of the larve, and very
little inguiry was made by the de-
parinient.  Aecting on ihe uncorrobe-
rated report of the inspector the
department ordered the destruction of
all the fruit in these three orchards.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
poo

Mr. DRAPER: The matter had not
ended with the destruetion of the fruit.
Notwithstanding there was no further
evidence regarding the existence of cod-
lin moth, shortly afterwards ovders were
given by which about 300 trees were
destroyed, the expense of which one
would naturally have thought the Gov-
ernment would have borne. But the
unfortunate owners of the orchards were
charged with the expense. If an in-
quiry were held into the matter there
might be further evidence as to whether
the codlin moth was ever in existence in
these orchards, but his information was
that there was no authentic evidence of
the existence of codlin moth in the State
before or after the destruction of these
trees. Evidently a mistake had heen
made, There never was cod'in moth
in the orchards. This conclusion being
correct, great injury had been done to
the owner$ of the orchards, and it was
not exaggeration to say that damage to
the extent of £1,000 had been done. That
alone was sufficient reason for the mo-
tion, because the papers conecerning the
circumstances surrounding the destrue-
tion of these orchards, should be laid on
the table so that, if necessary, furiler
steps might be taken to redress the griev-
ance suffered by these people who liad
ne right of action against the Crown and
were entitled to no redress except it be
granted by the authority of Parliament.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Houw.
J. Mitchell): The Government offered
o objection to the motion, but the hon.
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member had minimised the risk the State
ran in relativn Ly the desirnetion of the
codlin moth. No doubt the pest had
been found in the distriet referred to by
the hon, member, and it was unfortunate
the fruit and trees there had to be des-
troved, but we had io bear in mind that
there were 12,000 fruit trees in the State,
that fruit-growing was going to be a
great industry here, that we were going
to be a great apple-producing country,
and that if we were to do any good to
the industry it was necessary to protect
it against pests that were affecting the
orchards of the East. Now this pest was
discovered in North Perth in 1903 and
subsequently in Albany, and then again
in North Perth in 1906, and in St
George'’s Terrace in 1908 but wherever
it was found steps were immediately
taken to eradieate it, though no step was
taken in this direction uniil the depart-
ment were thoroughly satisfied that the
eodlin moth existed, and only after care-
ful inquiry. The TUnder Seeretary for
Agrieunlture was an expert in these mat-
ters, and satisfied himself before any
action was faken. It was in the interest
of the State that the department had de-
termined that these trees shonld be des-
troved. They were not the only trees
in the State destroyed. Inspectors were
out evervwhere, and they -constanily
found some cause by which the destrne-
tion of trees was rendered necessary.
The unfortunate owner of a tree affected
by codlin moth certainly suffered the loss
of the tree, but after all it was no great
loss, becanse the tree once affected would
not be of further use to him. One could
not realise how the hon. member assessed
the damage in his constitueney at £1,000.
Tt was hardly reasonable to suppose that
Perth would have an orchard. becaunse
the land was so valuable. Probably the
trees the hon. member referred to wounld
have given place to houses in the near
future. The fact that we had no eodlin
moth in the State to-day was because of
the prompt actien always taken by the
department. The pest existed in South
Aunstralin, and recently steps were
taken by the Agrieultural Department to
prevent its introdnetion from that State.
One might reasonably expeet people io
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protest against fthat action if it was
thought the codlin moth might be of use
to the State. But it was a deadly pest,
and the department had dowe right in
stamping it out. A big question was
opened up when we talked of giving
compensation for every tree destroyed
because of disease. If we decided to
pay ecompensation for trees or animals
destroyed on account of disease, where
would we stop? In either case the tree
or animal destroyed conld not be
of much value hecanse it was diseased.
Mr. Lee, the entomolegist of Tas-
mania, had remarked that “spraying
was an excellent manner of de-
ereasing the pest, but had never ex-
terminated it and never would.”” The
department in acting as it did had
simply acted in the interest of the fruit-
growers and people of the State. It was
perfeetly true that apples in Sonth Aus-
tralia with the codlin moth were down
to 1d. a pound, but we did not want cod-
lin moth at any price, and that was why
the department bad taken the step com-
plained of by the hon. member. The
papers would he laid on the Table, but
the hon. member should understand that
the department had acted quite fairly
by the owners of the property. Thehon.
member of course thought that the own-
ers of these orchards had been aggrieved,
but it was not so.
Question put and passed.

MOTION—LABOUR BUREAU, TO
INQUIRE.

Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford) moved—

That a select commiltee be appointed
to inquire into the general administra-
tion of the Government Labour Bureau.

He said: This is a motion that it is some-
what diffieult to justify, becanse it is
eustomary for the Government of the day
to expect one to justify the appointment
of a select committee, but I desire to
appeal to the Government on this oceas-
sion to give me the select committee with-
ont my making any direct charges against
the administration of the burean. Tt is
true that at a public meeting and on
varions other oceasions I have heard from
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thoge who come into daily eontaet with the
bureau, charges grave enough to justify
an inquiry, but the position I always
take up on these matters is to point out to
those who make the charges that there ave
always two sides to any question, and
that before I ean arrive at a conclusion
I like to get at the other side, or to get’
a report from the other persons inter-
ested. However, one is debarred from
getting this, because I am not justified in
going to an officer of the Lahour Bureau
and . asking -him to refute any charges
made against his administration or
against him personally.

The Treasurer: The Minister will.

Mr. JOHNSON: It is impossible to
get through the Minister a direct reply
to given questions on given charges made,
hecause, after all, the Minister lays the
maiter before the officer, and the officer
by the department file throungh different
officers submits his report, the result being
that we do not get a definite reply on
definite matters. Therefore, it is diff-
cult to arrive at a proper conclusion as
to whether there is any justification for
the charges made; and so, without going
into these matters that have been brought
under my notice, I want members to be-
lieve me when I say that, after address-
ing a meeting of some 300 men, and after
bearing without exception bitter com-
plaints concerning the department, I got
amongst them with other members of this
Chamber, and heard one man after an-
other levelling charges and complaining.
In faet, generally speaking, the meeting
was absolutely against the present
methods of administering the burean. My
only reply to those charges was that I
would try to gei at the other side of the
question before arriving at a conelusion,
and I decided that the only means, the
hest and most satisfactory, was to appeal
to the House to appoint a seleet com-
mittee to investigate these matters. When
the committee are appointed, of course it
will he my duty to bring before them the
charges made, and to- endeavour to get
the men who bave made the charges to
substantiate them; and if they cannot be
substantiated, we will then be satisfied that
the administration of the department is
above the eriticism levelled at it. With-
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out going into details on this subject I
lay the matter before the Honse, simply
stating that at a public meeting and on
numerous occasions, I, and other mem-
bers of this House, have had these com-
plaints laid before us; and I ask the
House to support my motion and to agree
to the appointment of a select commitiee
in order to investigate the charges.

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son): While the Government are always
ready to agree to the appointment of a
select commitlee to inquire into any char-
ges hrought forward by members, which
are serious enough for an inquiry of that
deseription, and when a prima facie
case has been made out, I do not think
we should agree to the appointment of a
committee to elucidate general com-
plaints made by a body of men inter-
viewed by an bon. member in the way
the mover of the motion has referred to.
Where there are a number of men out
of employment and endeavouring to se-
cure it, plenty of grounds will be always
found by some for complaints against
the avenues that have to be employed,
so that they may gsin their object.
Everyone will agree that this depart-
ment has been run exceptionally well.
There has been a record, and a very
satisfactory one, during the past twelve
months, There has been an increased
number of applicants for employment
during the ten months ended the 31st
October. Applications to the number of
5,799 were registered, as against 4,579 for
ihe corresponding period of the previous
year, showing an increase of 1,220. Al-
though these figures may show that we
have more unemploved now than then, it
also shows that the office of the burean
is being utilised and is fulfilling the
purpose for which it was ereated. There
have been no less a number than 3,200
engagements made in the ten months ;
that is to say the department has been
iostrumental in getting employment for
all those people. For the correspond-
ing ten months of the previous year,
the number employed was 2,433. This
again shows the efficiency of the depart-
ment. I will not weary the House with
too many figures, but I may say that
railway passes have been issued to 1,271
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men, showing an inerease of 762 as com-
pared with ihe corresponding perivd of
the previous year. When T tell the
House that 70 per cent. of the sum ad-
vanced to the men by way of railway
passes has been repaid to the depart-
ment, it will be seen al once that the
department have done the work most
efficiently and that they have sent good
men to good work, with good employers,
for otherwise they would not have had
refunded the money advanced in the
shape of railway fores.. The posilion
shows decidedly an inereased confidence
in the bwreau on the part both of em-
ployers and of those seeking employ-
ment. It is also pleasing to note in
this conneclion that the bureau has been
largely utilised by tarmers for the pur-
pose of getting men to undertake the
work of agricultural labourers. All this
work has been done, notwithstanding the
large inerease 1 have referred to, with-
out any inerease to the staff. The re-
ports T have received from the depart-
ment in connection with the work they
have done all go to show it is a live
institution which has given satisfaction
and is fulfilling to the greatest extent
the objeet for which it was ecreated.
Mr. Johnson : Your aceount is like
my own, a bit one-sided.
+ The TREASURER: No, and if the
hon. member will read the extraets of
letters sent in voluntarily to the de-
partment by those whe have sought the
good offices of the institution to engage
workers, he will find my remarks are
not one-sided, for there are any number
of extracts from letters showing that
those who use the bureau are well
pleased with the resulls of their appli-
cations. Here is a letter that strikes
me as being applicable to the peint :
‘‘Your letter to hand. I am pleased to
inform you that I have made satisfae-
tory arrangements with the applicant fo
fill vacancy for couple, and he is now
in my employ. Thanking you for the
prompt and business-like manper in
which you have always treated my ap-
plications for labour.” Here is another:
‘“Please send me a baker, ete., the man
I got through you eleven months ago
proved very satisfactory.’”” Another
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man writes: ‘T feel it my duiy to write
and thank you for {he prompt way you
obtained a situation for my son,’’ and
stil another, “ Kindly find enclosed
cheque £2 1s. 94., covering men’s fares,
Thanking you very much for your prompt
despateh of men.’’ Right through the
same thing goes on not only in the 1906
report, but also in the later one. Then
at the meeption of the Bureau in 1903
one man wrote, “As one who has bene-
fited by the burcaw in obtaining suitable
farm hands, 1.take this opportunity of
saying what a boon it is to the farming
community, and expressing my admira-
tion for the way it is administered. I
feel sure no Government deparfment
does its business with the same prompt-
ness and perseverance. You send a wire
for o man, he is up here the next day.
The Government Labour Burean is a live
institution.” There are scores of other
letters which go fo show that the in-
stitntion is doing its work well. In the
circnmstances is it fair that we should
agree to appoint a select committee
which, although perhaps not a reflee-
tion on the officers, and which indeed
may ultimately redound to their eredit
as I feel sure it would, still leaves
an impression that there are some
grounds for the complaint 2 I think the
hon, member should first of all satisfy,
himself that there are geod grounds for
complaint. He can easily do that, fer
we will offer him every faeility. Let him
tabulate bis complaints, give a copy to
the Minister in charge of the department
and make a full inquiry. If he is re-
fused any infermation by any offieer in
the department in regard to the com-
plaints, let him then come to the House,
and I for ene will not raise my voice
against his getting the seleet committee.
To appoint a commitiee for every ecom-
plaint one hears from the man in
the sireet, and that is what this
practically amounis to, wounld mean
that numerous c¢ommittees would be
appointed, and a considerable. amount
of expenditure involved, for there is a
cextain amount of cost attached to every
select committee. In the present case I
do not. think we are justified in incurring
the expense of a select committee. I am
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of 0pi|£ion that the appointment would
cast some reflection upon the department,
which I am sure is very ably handled at
the present time. If the hon. member
likes, the debate can be adjourned, and
then he ean go to the department, probe

into the matter closely, and then, if he is

not satisfied and eannot get 1o the hottom
of the matter, he ean have his committee.
The member knows well that a good num-
ber of the 300 men who have been hang-
ing around the burean during the last
week or two, and a number of those he
interviewed, ave of the type who make
eomplaints, but who really do not want
to be safisfled.

Mr. Swen: A very small percentage.

The TREASURER: I will leave it to
the mover himself to say, that a number
of the men do not wish to receive satis-
factory replies to their applications.

Mr. Johnson: Only a very small min-
ority.

The TREASURER : There s a fair
namber of them. [ hope the hon. mem-
ber will not press the motion io.night,
but will first of all make inquiries through
the department and Minister. We will
give him every facility to do so.

My, Johnson: Will the Minister as-
sure me that I ean make full investiga-
tions into the matter personally, and that
later orr if T am dissatisfied with the in-
vestigation, 1 ean bring en the motion.
If he dees that T will agres to the ad-
journment. T not only wani to investi-
gate, but I want to be able to do it tho-
I do
not want the Minister in charge of the
department to eall for a report and leave
the matter at that. I want to go into the
question thoroughly.

The TREASURER: Do you want to
be a Royal Commission ¥ I will give you
all opportnnities and every facility the
department can offer. You ean go and
ask any question you like.

Mr. Johnson: Can I go there and ask
questions ¥

The TREASURER: Most decidedly.
I eannot give you power to call men be-
fore you and eross-examine, but you shall
certainly have every freedom.
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Mr. Johnson: Well I am satisfied to
adjourn the debate on that understand-

ing.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill): I have a
few suggestions to offer. I did not hear
the remarks made by the member in mov-
ing the motion but the few words I have
to say will be in the nature of assisting
the bureau to fulfil the funetions alofted
to it more efficiently. Tt may be true or
ofherwise thal the department are doing
all they possibly can to facilitate the
search of the unemployed for work and
also to help employers in secwing labour.
Although many ecomplaints have been
made it will he necessary for some such
investigation as that asked for, either in
the form of a seleet committee or else the
personal investigation which has been
offered to the hon. member, in order to
aseertain  whether the complaints are
justified or not. The point I would urge
on the Minister is, that while every effort
may he made by the burean in Perth to
secure work for the unemployed—and 1
will not dispute that now—the arrange-
ments with the various country districts
are not of suech a natnre as to prevent
the men from heing disappointed and
very frequently misled when they are
sent to varions districts in the State for
certain work.  Where the bureau fails
is, that in each of its districts the work
of looking after the branches of the
bureau is genervally extra duty imposed
on someone who has already suffici-
cient work to perform in other direetions.
Only very litile attention, and that of a
desultory character, can be paid to the
work of finding employment for those
needing it. Not only is it a question of
finding work, but one of ascertaining if
the work offering is such that a man may
aceept it, retain his respeet, and be able
to maintain himself ard his family. I
wonld like to see in each cenire, in places
like Northam. Katanming, Bunbury, and
Geraldton, which are the eentres of agri-
cultoral districts, persons in charge of
the Labour Burean who, in sending down
the list of billets offering, could give the
officers. in charge of the central bureau
a very good idea whether the wages of-
fered for the work are decent and fair.
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I have known eases where men who have
been good workmen and who have been
following other kinds of oecupation—
artisans and mechanies—would in their
desire to get work of any kind have gone
to these billets and have been grossly
deceived. We will take the case where
a conlract is offering, The price 1is
specified but it all depends upon lhe
nature of the work. It is one thing to
clear salmon gum or gimlet wood coun-
try which has been ringbarked and lo
clear the same country with a good am-
ount of mallee spread through it. I aw
speaking from experience in this case.
1f we had someone on the spot who had
a good idea as to whether the prices
offering were fair, the men might not be
deceived.

Mr. Hopkins : Are you referring to
piece work?

Mr. BATH: Most of the work from
the Labour Buorean is piece work.

Mr. Hopkins : Otherwise your argu-
ments would not apply.

Mr. BATH: Under these circumstances
the administration of the Labour Bureau
even if it 1s as perfect as the Treasurer
says, could be improved in the direction
of greater effictency, as far as the coun-
try branches are concerned.

Mr. Angwin : Arc there many country
branches?

Mr, BATH: There is one at Northam,
one at Katanning, one at Bunbury, and
another at Geraldton. It is a question
of what time the officer who is placed
in charge of these offices has at his dis-
posal. .

The Treasurer: Most of the applicants
in Perth are sent direct to employment.

Mr, BATH: If you had an officer who
could give attention to it in these districts,
you eould often provide for men to go to
country districts from the central office.
I hope this aspeet of the ¢ase will not be
forgotten in any inquiry that is made.

On motion by Hon. F. H. Piesse de-
bate adjourned.

PAPERS—RAILWAY SIDING,
STONEVILLE.

On motion by Mr. Jacoby, ordered :
“That all the papers concerning the appli-
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cations made to the Railway Department
for the stoppage of trains, the delivery
of goods, and the provision of a rail-
way siding at Stoneville, near Parker-
ville, be laid on the Table of the Hounse.”

MOTION—MINING REPORT.
LINDEN.

On motion by Mr. Taylor, ordered :
“That the report of Mr. Howe, Inspeetor
in the Mines Department, on the Linden
Goldfield, bhe laid on the Table of the
House.”

MOTION—FACTORIES ACT,
ALLEGED BREACHES.

Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford} moved—

That all the papers relating to the
action  taken by the Crown against
Brennan Bros. for breaches of the
Early Closing Act, and the reasons why
the case was not further proceeded with
be laid on the Table of the House.

He said: In moving this motion I simply
desire to point out to members present
that the inspector under the Factories
Aet had oceasion some time ago to repri-
mand Brennan Brothers for overerowding
some of their workrooms and in other
ways conunitting breaches of the Fac-
tories Act. This went on for some time
until at last it became so bad tbat the
Crown Law Department instituied pro-
cedings against Brennan Brothers and as
far as my mewory serves me—I am
speaking from information I gained then
--there were nine different charges made
against Brennan Brothers for breaches
of the Act. Then Mr. James Brennan—
again if my memory serves me correctly
—made vather a severe attack on the
honesty and integrity of the inspector.
He aceused the inspector of exceeding his
duties and gaiming information through
channels that were not altogether proper.
The case was adjourned and we heard no
more about if. As far as I know the
tnspector had no opportunity of refuting
the charges that were made against him
and the resident magisirate has not
apparently had an opportunity of giving
his decision upon the matter. Since then
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I know Brennan Brothers have been re-
ported time after time, again for breaches.
of the Factories Act, reported not by the
inspector but by the emplovees, and I
have been requested to ask the inspeetor
to visit Brennan Brothers’ establishment
in order to proteet the emplovees agaiust
the conditions uwnder which they were
working, mainly due &0 overcrowding.
Consequently I think it is onty fair that
we should know why the case was not
proceeded with. I heard no explanation
of the matter, and there is only one way
of getling an explanation and that is to
ask that the papers be laid upon the
Table of the House. I take it the Gov-
ernment will offer no ohjeetion.  They
have nothing to hide.  Consequently I
will simply content myself by moving the
wotion.,

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son) : I simply rise to say at once we have
nothing to hide and we arve quite prepared
to allow the papers to he placed on the
table of the House. As a maiter of factI
am not conversant with the details that
the hon. member has referred to, and I
would point out that an ordinary appli-
cation to the Colonial Secretary would
have given the hon. member aceess to the
file at any time that he eared to call at
the office. Yet if he wishes to have the
papers on the Table the Government will
offer no opposition.

Question—put and passed.

PAPERS—IMMIGRANTS’ BAGGAGE,
FREMANTLE.

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle)

moved—

That all papers relating to and call-
ing for tenders from persons lo take
and deliver baggage from ship to immi-
grants on their arrival in this Stale,
also all papers and correspondence be-
tween the Government and shipping
companies relating to the right of the
successful temderers to board steamers
on the arrival of such immigrants, be
laid upon the Table of the House.

Some 12 or 15 months ago tenders were
received for the work of looking after
immigrants’ bhaggage and it was given
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to one firm  only. Ai  the end
of ke xear tenders were again
called and for some reason  that

he knew nothing of certain resiriciions
were made uud ihe lowest {enderer on
that oecasion refused ro  comply  with
them. Consequently the work was left
to the two other tenderers. Insiead of
giving the work to the next lowest ten-
derer to carry out it was divided heiween
the two. Later on the lowest tenderer
wis  asked to give an  undertaking
not o solicilt o aecept any baggage
from any person whatever excepting
thoze whe came out as Government immi-
grunts.  lle would like o see the papers
in rvegard ta [his queslion to ascertain
whether all the tenderers were scrved
alike, whether all were compelled 1o give
an undertaking that they wonld only
deal with the baggage of the immigrants
and whether the shipping companies
dealt with each in a similar manner. If
so there would be nothing to ¢omplain
ahout, but wlen tenders were ealled it
was the duty of these calling tenders to
protect the tenderer and especially pro-
tect the one who tendered at the cheap-
est rate if he was competent to exrry out
the work.
Question put and passed.

PAPERS—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES®
GRANTS.
Mr. FOULKES (Claremont) moved—
That there be laid on the Table of the
House—1, AN pagpers in connection with
a grant of land, situate at Cottesloe, to
the Fremantle Friendly Societies. 2,
All papers in connection with an appli-
cation for a grant of land, situate in
Buckland Hill or Peppermint Groze, to
cevtain Friendly Soccieties in Cottesloe.
3. AN papers showing if the site of
the Cottesloe Beach Police Station
formed part of the same lands pur-
chased about seven ycars ago for the
purpose of a proposed railway from
Fast Fremantle to Collesloe.
His reason for moving the motion was
that he might have an opportunity of
seeinz all the papers in existence in eon-
neeiion with the ~rant of land to the
Fromanile  friendly  societier and nlso
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in connection with the applieation for
land hy the friendly societies at Cottes-
loe. The friendly societies at Coitesloe
had tried to get a piece of land in Cot-
lesloe and it had been refused them,
whereas the friendly societies at Ire-
mantle had applied for a very much
larger piece of ground and it had been
given to them. He wanted these papers
s0 as to judge the veason for the distine-
tion,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (TLon.
J. Price): There was no objection to
these papers being laid on ihe Table, but
at this juncture he wished to take ex-

_ ception to one statement of the lhon.

member, which was that the application
for land at Cottesloe and the applica-
tion for land at Fremantle were treated
differently. The grant to the friendly
societies at Fremantle was made some
16 vears ago and the reeent action had
only been in the direetion of changing .
the purpose of that grant; whereas the
last application for land for the friendly
societies al Coltesloe was entirely a
new one.

Myr. FOULKES (in reply): What he
objecied to was the fact that the Fre-
mantle friendly societies were ahle to
get the freehold to a piece of ground,
granted to them 153 or 16 years ago for
recreation purpeses. They had not made
use of it. They survendered it 1o the
Government, and the Government gave
them the grant in freehold of the land.
Tt was situaled opposite the Cotresloe
station and contained eight aeres.
Strange to sav there was in the Cottes-
loe distriet very liftle land available for
publi¢ puarposes.

The Minister for Works : There is a
public reserve of 48 acres adjoining this
land.

AMr. FOULKES: All the land avail-

“able for publie purposes was situated in

a positien very ineonvenient for the pub-
lic, There was not a single piece in a
central position. What he cowmplained
about was that so large a piece of land
should be given to ihe people af Fre-
manile at the ¢ost of the peaple of Cot-
tesloe, However the papers would
spealk for themselves.
Question paf and passed.
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MOTION—STATE BATTERY
SLIMES, TO INQUIRE.
Mr. HUDSON (Dundas) moved—

That u select commitice be appointed
to inquire inte the question of claims
made for payment of slimes accumu-
lated or treated at Stale batleries.

He said: This is a question I have
mentioned in the House on previous
oceasions. It 15 one that concerns
the prospectors of this State very
greatly.  When State Dbalteries have
been erected in different parts of
the goldfields, and the stone treated,
eyanide plants have been erected
and the slimes allowed to accumulaie.
Up to about 1903 the slimes had aceuwmu-
lated at a number of batteries and had
not been treated; or rather ihe first
slimes plant was not erected, I (hink, till
1906 or 1907, shortly after I eame inko
this House. But in 1901, 1902, and
1903, applications were made to the
Mines Department to have slimes plants
erected at several of these hatteries. In
1903 at Norseman, the one battery with-
in my knowledge, the assays were kept
of the gold contained in the slimes ae-
cumnlated up to thal date. The prev-
iously aceumulated slimes were treated
and the proceeds retained by the Govern-
ment. Now the guestion at issue is, who
is entitled to the net result of the treat-
ment of these—shall T say old aceumu-
lated slimes, the slimes aceumulated
prior to the taking of assays? I am
moving for a seleet committee for this
reason: it is the only means T know of
by which the point at issue ean be deter-
mined. At Niagara where the same set
of eircumstances existed, an action has
been taken againsi the Crown, c¢laiming
payment on the result of the freatment
of slimes at that batterv. And a de-
fence has bheen raised that the action is
brought too late ; fhat it should have
eommenced within 12 months’ time of the
slimes actually aceamulating at the State
hattery. T lave appealed to the Min-
ister: I have appealed through the
House, and the Minister for Mines has
taken up the posilion that these slimes
were ahandoned and that they really be-
came the property of the Crown. It is
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iropussible for us to have ihat point 1est-
ed while the Government raises this teeh-
nical defence, which seems a good one.

The Treasurer 1 Hlow arve yon going to
tell wha is the owner of (he slimes?

Mr. HUDSON: That point was raised
when first 1 took up the suhject. Assum-
ing the prospeetors are the owners, it is
easy to find our what is due to each of
We know ile tonnage of the
slimes {reated fur each prospectov, and
the prospectors are prepared to aceept
payment on a pro rata basis. 1f is a
very fair offer, and it poinis the way to
a fair determination of the question.

The Treasurer: Had they not the right
of removal?

Mr. HUDSOXN: They may have had.
I do not want to discuss the whole ¢ques-
tion now. They may have heen allowed
to remove the slimes; bul for some vears
they had the promise that the Govern-
ment would ereet' a slimes plant. The
delay in the taking of assays indueced the
men to allow these slimes to aceumulaie.

The Treaswurer: 'The department have
another version, The department say
the accumulation of slimes indueed them
to put up a plant.

Mre, HUDSON: We can leave the past
amd consider the present. Take rthe
case at Novrseman. The slimes plant has
been erected and the accumulated slimes
traated. with the result of a net profit
of from £1.000 to £2,000. That is the
result of the work of the earlier pros-
peetors of the field.  Surely they are en-
titled to some consideration.

The Treasurer: What ahout the thou-
sands of pounds of loss on the plants at
Norseman?

Mr, HUDSOX: There is no loss on the
plants at Norseman, The figures given
me

The Treqsurer: Some £6,000 lost,

Mr. BUDSOXN: At any rafe the luss
has not been oceasioned by the prospec-
tors. A great deal of experimental work
was done there, but why should that bat-
tery be saddled with the whole of these
experimentis of the department in a par-
tienlar direetion? That is the point I
take, We are in this position now that
there is a question for inquiry. There
is the question of determination of own-
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ership of (he =slimes. I say a select
committee cannot perhaps determine that
but there are no oither means of solving
the difficulty excépt by the consent of
the Governmeni to pay the prospeetors
for their slimes. The pioneer pruspec-
tors of any distriet should be entitled
to tlie full resulis of their efforts in open-
ing up new country, and I ask the Gov-
ernment to accepl the motion and allow
a seleet commitiee (o be _appointed to
inquire into the subjeer. :

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son): I am going to ask the hon. member
to agree to the adjmunment of this de-
bate, after I have spoken a few words,
in vrder that I mav he able to get a
full report from the depariment in con-
nection with the maitter he has brought
hefore the Bouse. Hurriedly this morn-
ing I had a little conversation with the
Under Secretary for Mines on the sub-
jeet, knowing that the motion would
ecome off. But I confess that I am not
fully posted nor eonversant with all the
details of the complaint the hon. mem-
ber has raised. I do know this how--
ever. fhat the question of these slimes
and sands is one which dates back many
vears. In the first instance I think,
when publie battertes were erected, it
was understood that after ihey had ex-
tracted nll the gold they eould by the or-
dinary methods of amalgamation, every-
thing remaining belonged to the plant.
If owners thought it was worth taking
away thev could take it away. They had
that right; and hon. members will hear
me out when I say that that applies
throughout the fields. That was the
position of our batteries, and until we
bhegan ta add further plant for the treat-
ment of tailings, the slimes and sands
were allowed to accumulate. So things
went on. Additional plants were put
in and there were several methods of
dealing with the matter after they first
infroduced filler presses and other meth-
ods of dealing with slimes. Then of
course there had to he a readjnstment of
the methods adopfed.

Mr. Heitmann: The department made
over £10,000.
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The TREASURER: Probably. The
regulations were then altered. That was
about 1904, and while they still maintain-
ed that position of ownership of aay-
thing on the ground, if the Minister de-
cided to work a plant for treating slimes
then from some subserjuent date which
he himself fixed he made payment for the
slimes subject tu certain regulations,
Thus it eame to this position, that all
the slimes that had accumulated up to
a eertain date belonged to the Govern-
ment, while a record had to be kept of
slimes subsequently aceumulating which
were treated and paid for aceording te
results.” Then came in a position which
I think dates baek two or ihree years.
It was found that the earlier method was
not satisfactory and although they still
maintained the ownership to cverything
that liad aeccumulated prior to the intro-
duction of the regulations, they began to
repurchase ontright. They are repur-

" chasing outright to-dayv.

Mr, Hudson: There arve a lot of recent
accumulations not paid for.

The TREASURER: Then the owner
has the right to remove them.

Mr. Hudson: He eannot remove then
once these slimes are in the Government
dump.

The TREASTURER: Perhaps they are
not worth it.

Ar. Hudson: They arve worth it all
right.

The TREASTURER: 1 know Lhe de-
partment to-day is £13,000¢ or £14,000
out of pocket over ii.

Mr., Heitmann ; They have paid on
sands they have not yet treated. They
are paving 75 per cent.

The TREASURER: 1 know 1 am get-
ting applications every month for mors
money for this purpese. All the depart-
ment maintain is that they bave the -
right to the sands the original owners of
which it would be diffienli to specify.
And they go farther and say that if they
had not known there was an aceumula-
tion of these tailings Lo be treated with
some value in them they would not have
spenl money on the plants. It to some
extent was justification for the large ex-
penditure. .

Mr. Hudson: You are speenlating.
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The TREASURER: The hon. member
seams to think there is an enormous pro-
fit attached to the matter. Let me point
out, from the ligures supplied to e,
that ihe plants at Norseman, the battery
and the cyanide plant, have been worked
at a considerable loss from the year 1898,
when the battery was first established,
to 1905, There was a loss of from
£132 in 1905, to £2,689 in 1900.

Mr., Hudsow: That was on the plant
the department experimented with.

The TREASURER: There was a pro-
fit of £239 in :1906, and there was a
profit of £352 in 1907, but the total loss
in conneelion with the battery was
£5,948. On the other hand ihe slimes
plant showed a considerable profit.

Mr. Hudson: The ecost of the shimes
plant 15 given as £2,000, but the con-
tractor said he got little more than half
that.

The TREASURER: The slimes plant
eost £2,840, and £1,913 was paid for
slimes. The net return from the slimes
was £3,886; but including the cost of
the plant and the amount paid for slimes
the return from the slimes treated shows
a debit balance of £867. It was a pro-
fitable venture, however, but it was
needed to compensate for the enormous
loss on the battery.

Mr. Hudson: That is not a policy you
would argue on the goldfields when talk-
ing of granting assistance to prospectors.

The TREASURER: I would nnt argue
a policy of malking a loss of £6,000 un
the battery. I would raise the rates, or
close down the battery.

My, Heitmann: Would vou apply the
same argument to a railway?

The TREASURER: Yes, the railwayvs
must be made to pay. Altogether we
spent £15.670 on the battery and eyanide
planis and show a loss of nearly £6,000
on the working. The total quantity of
stone treated, 29,214 tons, shows a loss
per ton of 45, 1d. It appears to me that
unless there is something more in this
business, and the hon. memher seems to
think so, we would be hardly justified
in appointing a select committee on these
figures. However, after the adjourn-
ment of the debate I will inquire from
the department for a farther report on
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Fremantle Dock,

the matter, and will endeavour to gel
some information on what the hon. mew-
ber has, shall T say, insinuated regarding
the loss on that year.

My, Hudson: It is not an insinuation:
it is admitted by the department.

The TREASURER: I will have to find
out what is admitted, and then if the
hon. member pursnes his motion when he
gets the papers, we will see if there is
Justification for the inquiry he asks for.

On motion by the Minister for Works,.
debate adjourned.

PAPERS—SLIMES PLANT,
NORSEMAN.,

Qu motion by 3r. Hudson, ovdered:
“That all papers relating to the purchase
and ercction of slimes plant, and the
aecumulation of and payment for slimes
at the Norsen-an State baftery be laid on
the Table”

MOTION—FREMANTLE GRAVING
DOCK.
Report and Plan.
Mr. S. F. MOORE (Irwin) moved:—
That Sir Whately Eliot’s report on
the proposed Fremantle Dock and a
plan of the proposed dock be laid upon
the Table. 2, That both lhose docu-
ments be printed.
He understood the Minister had no ob-
jeetion lo laying the documents on the
Table and having them printed.

The MINISTER FOR TWORKS
(Hon. J. Price) : There was mno
opposition [ the motion, but in view

of the fact that the report had been
lying on the Table for the hest part of
last session, while the greater portion
of it had been printed in the news-
papers, the hon. member might eliminate
the second part of the motion simply on
the score of avoiding expense.

Mr. 8. F. MOORE (in reply) : There
were certain gentlemen living outside the
State, hut mueh interested in the State,
who desired to see the doenments, and it
would be necessary to have them printed
so that they could he supplied with
copies.

Question put and passed.

House adjounrned ai 838 pan.



